Comments on §11-606-Method of giving hand-and-arm signals
Comments by Herman Hill
Proposed exemptions are hugely unsafe; where does this stuff come from
Comments by the League of American Bicyclists

Comments on Proposed Change:

The proposed revisions are excellent and strengthen the ability of bicyclist to prioritize control of the bicycle over signaling, when appropriate. The proposed alternative language is intended to address the clarity of the section rather than the substance. Now that there are several rules that are specific to bicyclists it would be preferable to adopt a format that recognizes that there are different rules for bicyclists and other operators of vehicles and clearly lists the rules for each.
Proposed Alternative Language (changes are highlighted):

(a) Except as provided in (b), all hand—and-arm signals shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall indicate as follows:

1.
Left turn—Hand and arm extended horizontally.

2.
Right turn—Hand and arm extended upward.

3.
Stop or decrease speed—Hand and arm extended downward.

(b) A person operating a bicycle may give arm signals in the following manner:

1. a Right turn - signal by extending the Right hand and arm extended horizontally and to the right side of the bicycle

2. and a Stop or decrease speed – signal  with the Right hand and arm extended downward. 

3. The signal is not required to be continuous. 

4. A bicycle operator is not required to make a signal if the bicycle is in a designated turn lane or if no other driver’s operation would be affected, and a signal need not be given when the operator's hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle.
Comments by Justin Pryzby
Additional justification: A bicyclist slowing needs both hands for stability, and is typically no problem if they don't signal, since slow traffic in front of the bicyclist is usually visible to traffic following the bicyclist.
Comments by Virginia DOT

Virginia agrees with the concept of the change that lifts the requirement for a bicycle rider to signal under certain circumstances. There are similar provisions within the Code of Virginia. We prefer that wording similar to § 46.2-849 of the Code of Virginia be used: 

A person riding a bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, electric power-assisted bicycle, or moped shall signal his intention to stop or turn. Such signals, however, need not be given continuously if both hands are needed in the control or operation of the bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, electric power-assisted bicycle, or moped. 
This language from the Code of Virginia still requires the bicycle to give a signal, but allows the signal to be brief rather than continuous if the bicycle rider’s hands are needed for safe operation of the bicycle. The Code of Virginia similarly allows signals to be given with the right hand where appropriate. 

The Code of Virginia also contains provisions for the minimum distance which a signal must be continuously displayed. Where it is safe and practical for a bicycle rider to give these signals continuously, the rider should be required to do so. The provisions in the Code of Virginia state: “Wherever the lawful speed is more than 35 miles per hour, such signals shall be given continuously for a distance of at least 100 feet, and in all other cases at least 50 feet, before slowing down, stopping, turning, or partly turning.” Similar provisions should be provided in the UVC.

